
Pastor pleads guilty to sex abuse of former student - Port Orchard Independent

http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/kitsap/poi/news/126771258.html[8/4/2011 10:50:14 PM]

Home News Blogs Sports Entertainment Business Lifestyles Community Opinion About Us

Jobs Autos Homes Rentals Foreclosures Classifieds Coupons Special Sections Legal Notices Buy Photo Reprints

 
Dirk Jackson

Courtesy photo
Buy Photo Reprints

Pastor pleads guilty to sex
abuse of former student
By KAITLIN STROHSCHEIN
Port Orchard Independent Reporter 
Today, 11:38 AM · UPDATED 

Dirk Jackson, formerly a pastor at First Baptist
Church on Sidney Avenue, entered a guilty plea
to two counts of indecent liberties without
forceable compulsion for sexually abusing a
student when he was a teacher in 2003 at the
now-defunct Manchester Christian Academy.

His sentencing is scheduled for July 16, and as
part of his plea agreement, prosecutors agreed to
recommend a sentence of three years in prison.
The standard sentencing range is 31 to 41
months.

Jackson, 33, was arrested in February on two
counts of second-degree child rape after the
victim, who was 12 when she was abused and
now is 21, met up with him by chance at a church
event at First Baptist, while he was a pastor
there.

Following the event, Jackson sent her a friend request on
Facebook, which sparked communication between the two, online
and by phone.

She placed one of the calls to Jackson using a digital recording
device, and during the conversation he admitted to several
elements of the rape she had described to authorities. The phone
call was entered as evidence.

The woman claims that Jackson assaulted her when she was in
sixth grade, while her classmates were outside at recess and while
she was working in a room separated from them.

She said the incidents “had a profoundly negative impact on her life and ability to have healthy
relationships,” according to charging documents filed in court.

She decided to report the incidents to police, she said, because she thought Jackson could hurt someone
else in his role as a pastor, and she didn’t want anyone else to go through what she did.

Jackson, 33, admitted in the plea agrement that he “knowingly coerced another person to have sexual
contact ... when the victim was incapable of consent by reason of being physically helpless.”
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This is incomplete reporting. Is he going to have to register as a sex offender or did his attorney get him
out of that? Are the charges he is pleading guilty to felonies or misdemeanors? 

The reporter has failed to answer the two most important questions. Is he now  a convicted felon and/or a
registered sex offender?
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